
The Tale Of 
Two Snakes

Illustrated by
Kinley Penjor





Once upon a time, there was a king 
who was very disappointed with his 
ailing son. The son was thin and weak, 
and he grew more fragile by the day. 

Doctors from all over the world 
couldn’t cure him.



The young prince was equally sad to 
see his father’s disappointment, so he 
decided to run away to another 
kingdom.



He started living in the streets and 
begged for food.



The kingdom was ruled by a king who 
had two young daughters. 

The daughters loved and respected 
their father.



Every day, the daughters came to pay 
respects to their father.

One of the daughters would say,
“Father, we have everything because 
of your blessing.”



The other would say, “Dear king, it is 
our good deeds that have blessed us 
with everything.” 

The king always got angry with her 
answer.



One day, he told his ministers, “Let her 
enjoy her good deeds. Marry her off 
with the first person you see outside 
the palace.” 

The first person they saw was the 
prince begging near the palace gate. 



They did not know that he was a 
prince, and they married off the 
princess with him.

The princess was delighted with the 
marriage and respected her husband. 

Since they had no house, they decided 
to travel around places.



One day, the prince became so tired 
and wanted to rest under the shade 
of trees. 

He was getting weaker every day and 
could not walk long distances. The 
princess decided to buy some food 
from a nearby market.



When she returned, her husband was 
fast asleep. She saw a snake coming 
from an anthill nearby towards her 
husband. 

As she was about to chase away the 
snake, she saw another snake coming 
out from her husband’s mouth. So, she 
hid and watched them.



The snake from the anthill said to the 
other snake, “Why do you torture this 
poor prince? If the prince drinks the 
soup of cumin seeds and mustard, you 
will die for sure!” 

The snake from the prince’s mouth 
replied, “Why do you guard the two 
pots of gold which you have no use 
of?  If someone pours hot water 
and oil on that anthill, you will die for 
sure!”



After the quarrel, the two snakes 
went to their own places, but the 
princess knew their secrets. So, the 
princess gave her husband the soup 
of cumin seed and mustard. 

After some time, the young prince 
woke up and was fully recovered.



Following that, they poured hot 
water and oil on the anthill and dug 
out the two pots of gold the snake 
was guarding.



With their new found wealth, the 
prince and the princess lived happily 
ever after.

Moral: When your enemies quarrel, 
you are the winner. 




